< 

1 



B&MPGTJPTQ 04 JAN 2005 

^MiciMl UUUKtHA HON TRjp^TY I " " ' w " 4U OT I 
PQJ IWIHU 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
SMR/P550679PC 



International application No. 
PCT/GB 03A)2890 



FOR FURTHER ACTION See Notification of Transmittal of International 

rwn run i ncn i iun Prellm , nary examination Report (R)rm PC T/IPEAA16) 



International filing date (dayAnonthfrear) 
04.07.2003 



Priority date (dayAnonihfyear) 
10.07.2002 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 
B32B27/32 



Applicant 

ARJOBEX LIMITED 



1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report Is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/br drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report andbr sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 



" *?r~K r£f el . ements of * e international application Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
anJtT™? 0ffiCe ' n / e fP° nse to a P """tation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "original filed? 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. {j$ nany mect 

Description, Pages 

1 " 12 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-22 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language .n wh.ch the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23. 1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

° RuleSifSn^TS^ 0 " furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international aoDlication the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence Hstingf appl,catlon> the 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished oeyona me Disclosure 

D Z5£hSl^ r6C ° rded h C ° mpUter readab,e form is identical t0 the written sequence 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5 ' D rSJnS^i? 6 ?,, 8 !* 91511 ' 8 !!^ aS r if ( , some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

( r%orL) P ' aCement She6t containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 
citations and explanations supporting such statement HH»^«on«y, 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-22 

1-22 
1-22 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
or industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . The present invention refers to a tamper-evident labelling material including a 
base layer of synthetic paper that is printable on its upper surface and an adhesive 
layer on the lower surface of the base layer. The base layer comprises a layer of bi- 
axially oriented and voided high density polyethylene (HDPE) having a density of not 
more than 0.6 g/cm 3 . The present claim 14 pertains to the use the defined synthetic 
paper for labelling materials. 

2.1 It is not allowable to have references to the examples in the claims (Art.6 PCT). 
Accordingly, it seems as claim 13 should be deleted. 

2.2 It appears to be more appropriate to define the use of the specific synthetic paper 
material for labelling material in the present claim 14 (Art.6 PCT) 

3.1 As pointed out in the specification (cf page 3, last paragraph), D1 :EP-A-4 707 060 
are one of several documents disclosing the synthetic paper according to the present 
invention. Indeed, it seems as D1 does not only disclose the stretch-voided HDPE base 
layer, but recognizes also that the composite film should have a printable external 
surface (see D1, claims 1,6,1 1-13,36-39). Thus, it seems as the only features which 
cannot explicitly be seen in D1 , are the features concerning the adhesive layer, which is 
provided on the lower surface of the base layer. These features cannot be considered 
to be inventive for the following reasons; 

Firstly, it is disclosed in D1 that the film material is very well suited for the use as 
labelling material (see D1, claims 38,39). It must thus be considered to be quite obvious 
for the skilled person that such a label must be provided with an adhesive in order to be 
able to fix the labels onto e.g. packages, products, etc. 

Secondly, it is further well-known to apply an adhesive onto a label material. E.g. D2: 
EP-A-0 403 161 discloses a tamper-evident film comprising the same type of base layer 
as in the D1 and the present claim 1 (see D2, claims 1-19). It is further revealed in D2 
that the base layer may be embodied with an adhesive layer. Hence, the skilled person, 
starting out from D1 , would from D2 get the teaching that an adhesive layer may be 
applied to the to the lower surface of the base layer. Thus, the combination of D1 and 
D2 would also result in the subject-matter of the present claims 1 and 14 (Art.33.3 
PCT). 
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3.2 Presently, no novel and inventive matter appear to be present in the separate 
features of the dependent claims with regard to the disclosures of D1 and D2. However, 
a combination of these features may nevertheless satisfy the requirements of Articles 
33.3 PCT. 
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